Service Line Agreement Starter
Sample outline to adapt with tribal legal counsel; not a legal form
Sample outline to adapt with tribal legal counsel; not a legal form. This outline lists what 25 CFR (Code of Federal Regulations) 169.51 to 169.56 ask a service line agreement to cover, in plain language, with space for your own terms. It is general information, not legal advice. Confirm the current rules on eCFR (www.ecfr.gov) and how to file with your BIA (Bureau of Indian Affairs) Agency realty office.
When to use a service line agreement
A service line runs from a main or distribution line to a house, business, or other building. The definition includes telephone and internet lines (169.51).
Use it for the drop from your fiber line to one home or building. Main lines need a right-of-way grant instead.
No valuation is required (169.55).
BIA does not approve the agreement. Filing it with BIA within 30 days is what keeps the drop outside the full right-of-way process (169.4(b)(3), 169.56).
1. Parties (169.52)
The agreement is signed by the utility provider and the landowners. Before construction, these people must sign (169.54):
Tribal land: the tribe, or the authorized occupants or users. If the tribe asks, the tribe must also sign.
Individually owned Indian land: the owners, or the authorized occupants or users.
	Party
	Name
	Role (owner, occupant, user, tribe, utility)
	Contact

	Example: Utility provider
	
	Utility
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



2. Location
	Item
	Fill in

	Home or building served
	

	Tract number
	

	Land status (tribal or individually owned)
	

	Main or distribution line it connects to (and that line's right-of-way, if known)
	

	Planned installation date
	



3. Services (169.53)
Describe what the line provides, for example, fiber internet and voice service to the home.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
4. Damage mitigation (169.53)
Describe how the utility will avoid and limit damage during installation, for example: call to locate other lines before digging, keep crews in the marked path, protect fences, gates, and yards.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
5. Restoration (169.53)
Describe how the land will be put back after work, and after any later repair, for example: backfill and compact trenches, reseed, repair fences and driveways, and the time to finish.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
6. Plat or drawing (169.56)
Attach a plat or drawing that shows:
☐  The parcel boundary
☐  The connection point to the main or distribution line
☐  The path of the service line to the building
☐  Tract number, north arrow, and date
7. Tribal terms
Add any terms your tribe requires, such as compliance with tribal codes, notice before entry, or contact people. Tribal law applies to rights-of-way unless it conflicts with federal law (169.9); ask counsel how your codes apply to service lines.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
8. Signatures
	Name
	Signing for
	Signature
	Date

	
	Utility provider
	
	

	
	Landowner, occupant, or user
	
	

	
	Landowner, occupant, or user
	
	

	
	Tribe (if requested)
	
	



9. Filing with BIA (169.56)
☐  Agreement signed by everyone required before construction started (169.54)
☐  Executed copy and plat filed with the BIA Agency within 30 days; to be safe, count from the day the agreement was signed
☐  Proof of filing kept, with the date
☐  Recording in the LTRO (Land Title and Records Office) confirmed
☐  Entry added to the Service Lines sheet of the ROW Project Tracker
	Item
	Date

	Agreement signed
	

	Line installed
	

	Filed with BIA
	

	Recording confirmed
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