Council Briefing: Why Our Map Matters
Prepared by: ________________   Date: ____________
The short version
Federal internet funding starts from the FCC (Federal Communications Commission) National Broadband Map. When our homes are missing, misplaced, or shown as served when they are not, our community can be left out. The FCC lets Tribal governments check the map and file challenges to fix it. Staff ask Council to authorize them to register with the FCC and file those challenges.
What the map is
The Broadband DATA Act (Public Law 116-130, 2020) told the FCC to build a more accurate map. It is published at broadbandmap.fcc.gov.
The Fabric is a map of every home and business where internet could be installed. Each one is a dot with an FCC Location ID.
Internet providers report what they offer at each dot twice a year, by March 1 and September 1. Cell coverage comes from the companies' computer models.
Why it matters to our Nation
The BEAD (Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment) program started from this map. BEAD could not add or remove Fabric locations, so a missing home has to be fixed with the FCC.
In 2022, the GAO (Government Accountability Office) reported that more than 18% of people on tribal lands had no broadband service as of 2020, compared with about 4% elsewhere.
In 2018, the GAO found that the FCC's older data overstated internet access on tribal lands.
The Native Nations Communications Task Force noted that some Tribes lack street names and home addresses, and recommended maps "be based upon actual reports from Tribes."
What is often wrong
Homes with no street address are missing or placed badly.
Dots sit on sheds, barns, or roads instead of homes.
Providers claim service that families cannot actually get.
The map shows cell coverage where phones have no signal.
What staff propose
Register in the FCC BDC (Broadband Data Collection) system as a Tribal governmental entity. This comes with a free Tier 2 Fabric license made for Tribal entities.
Check homes door to door with a consent form, keeping the data under tribal control.
Compare our address records with the FCC map, then file bulk location and availability challenges.
Track every challenge and recheck the map each time it updates, every six months.
Report results to Council twice a year.
Things to know
Government and bulk challengers must show clear and convincing evidence, so good records matter.
The Fabric license does not allow the data to be used for mailing lists or marketing.
In 2026 the FCC changed some challenge rules and proposed shorter timelines. Staff will watch for final rules and tell Council.
This briefing is general information, not legal advice.
Decision requested
Adopt a resolution authorizing staff to register the Tribe with the FCC, accept the Fabric license, and file map challenges on the Tribe's behalf. A sample follows.


SAMPLE RESOLUTION
Sample only. This is a starting point, not legal advice. Adapt it with tribal legal counsel to fit your constitution, codes, and procedures before use.
RESOLUTION NO. ____________
A resolution of the ______________________ [Tribal Council] authorizing staff to register with the Federal Communications Commission and to file challenges to the National Broadband Map.
WHEREAS, the ______________________ [Tribe] is a federally recognized Indian Tribe, and the [Tribal Council] is its governing body under ______________________ [constitution or governing document]; and
WHEREAS, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) publishes a National Broadband Map, and federal broadband funding programs rely on that map; and
WHEREAS, the map may not accurately show the homes and businesses on our lands or the internet service actually available to them; and
WHEREAS, FCC rules allow Tribal governmental entities to file location, availability, and mobile challenges to correct the map, individually and in bulk; and
WHEREAS, the [Tribe] holds that information about its members and lands is subject to tribal data sovereignty;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the [Tribal Council] authorizes ______________________ [title or department] to register the [Tribe] in the FCC Broadband Data Collection system as a Tribal governmental entity and to accept the Fabric license agreement on the [Tribe]'s behalf; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that staff are authorized to collect information to check the map, with the consent of households, and to prepare, certify, and file location, availability, and mobile challenges with the FCC; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that information collected under this resolution belongs to the [Tribe], will be stored securely, and will be shared with the FCC only as needed to support a challenge; and
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that staff will report to the [Tribal Council] on the status of map challenges at least twice each year.
Certification
I certify that this resolution was adopted by the [Tribal Council] at a duly called meeting on ______________, with a quorum present, by a vote of ____ for, ____ against, and ____ abstaining.
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